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THE DOME 
The Monthly Newsletter of St. Paul’s 

A Moment with Mike 
  

 

 As you are reading this, chances are we are in between Christmas and New 

Year’s Day, that time when things are a little slower and families get together to  

celebrate the holidays. As we near the beginning of 2026, I wish the best for you and 

for everyone. There is no doubt that in many ways, 2025 has been a trying year,  

although one could say that is true for all years. In reality, each year has its ups and 

downs, but we are here, now, ready for the hope that a new year brings. At St. Paul’s, 

the ministry continues, making disciples of Jesus Christ, helping people grow in 

their faith, and helping those who are in need. To that end, thank you to those who 

were able to give to our Christmas Eve special offering, which went to help pay off 

past due lunch accounts at our local school district. At the time of this newsletter 

printing, we do not yet know the total, and it isn’t too late to give!  This is a great 

way to help kids in need in our own community. Thank you for your generosity! 

 Now that we have finished looking at some of the secular Christmas stories 

during Advent, we are beginning a new sermon series, focusing on some of the  

parables Jesus told. These are stories Jesus shared with people to help them to  

understand what it means to live life now, under the reign of God. I hope you can 

join us for some or all of these sermons. 
 

       God Bless, 
       Pastor Mike Agnew 

 

Celebrating Baptisms  
A celebration of baptisms for Nora Jean Burkhart and Raya Louise Burkhart was 
held on Monday, December 22nd, at 5:00 p.m., at St. Paul’s.  Nora and Raya’s parents 
are Michael and McKenzie Burkhart, grandparents are Michael and Dawn Burkhart, 
and Matthew and Abigail Harding, and great grandparents are Terry and Linda 
Burkhart.  The sponsors were Hannah Jean Burkhart, Reuben Harrison,  
Kristina Dockery, and Joel Richardson.  Fellowship with family was held in Schuldt 
Dining Hall following the baptisms.   



 

 

Outside Decorating for Christmas 
A big “thank 
you” to Jake 
Rochleau and 
Jason Cook for 
hanging the 
garland around 
the pillars on 
the north side 
of the building 
this year.  Also, 
drive by the 
church at night 

to check it out, as the garland and wreath have lights 
too.  Photo credit to Nicci Lundquist. 

December Happenings 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

Sunday, November 23rd, everyone  
enjoyed a Thanksgiving dinner  
immediately following worship.  Thanks 
to the Adult Class ministry and helpers, 

especially to Brenda DeRoo and Janet Jordan, for  
preparing the Thanksgiving meal, and to the Parker 
family for donating the turkey.  The meal netted 
$651.10 and helps to fund Adult Class ministry  
sponsored events throughout 2026. 

Children’s Choir on November 30th 
The Children's Choir 
performed Sunday, 
November 30th,  
during worship. If 
you missed it, you 
can find the worship 
service on our 
YouTube page, or 
Facebook page. 

Decorating the Sanctuary 
On Monday, November 24th, a great group of volunteers decorated the sanctuary for Advent and Christmas, and 
enjoyed pizza together.  Thanks to everyone who helped.   



 

 

Online Giving Available 
Online giving by debit/credit card or bank transfer is 
available at https://
stpaulsunitedmeth-
odistchurch4833.breezechms.com/
give/online, or text the amount you 
wish to give to 712-882-7149.   
You may also scan this QR code. 

Chocolate Advent Calendars 

On Sunday, November 30th, Jeanne 
Blackstone gave the children’s message 
during worship, which included the  
beloved chocolate advent calendars! 
Thank you Jeanne, for making this a fun, 

and exciting tradition for the children at our church. 

Automatic Giving Available 
Automatic monthly giving is an option here at St. 
Paul’s.  If you are interested, please contact Sarah 
Cook, our Financial Secretary, or call the office and 
leave a message for her. 

December Happenings 

Boxed Offering Envelopes Available 
Boxed offering envelope sets for 2026 are available on 
the table in the narthex and on the table outside the 
church office for those who prefer to have a specific 
envelope for each week’s giving. 

The Finance Committee 
recently met, and we are  
happy to report that things 
are going pretty well this 
year, thanks to your  
generosity. We have made 
the decision to pay the rest 

of our apportionments to the conference and are  
hopeful that we can still possibly end the year in the 
black. As we get to the last of the year, we do ask that 
you continue to remember our general fund in your 
year-end giving, and we thank you for what you have 
already done. 
 

God bless, 
Pastor Mike 

Christmas Cookie Exchange Update 
On Sunday, December 7th, the Adult Class ministry 
offered Christmas cookies for sale for $5/plate of 13 
cookies.  Over 120 plates were made, and $690 was 
collected!  This money is used by the Adult Class  
ministry to assist with the mission and ministries of 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church.  Thank you to the 
Adult Class for their organizational efforts and to  
everyone who made or purchased cookies. 

Here Comes Santa! 
On Sunday, December 
21st, Santa’s elves made 
treat bags for Santa’s 
visit to the children of 
St. Paul’s following the 
Christmas program.  
Thanks to the Outreach 
& Connections Team for 
their connection to the 
North 
Pole.   

Special Thanks to the Advent Readers 
Thank you to the four 
Linda’s, (Linda Appleby, 
Linda Burkhart, Linda 
Christensen, and Linda 
Rutter), for reading the 
Advent liturgy, and to 

Kole Crannell for lighting the candle on the Second  
Sunday of Advent.   Also, thank 
you to Rod Raveling and Ervina 
Scott for reading the Advent  
liturgy and lighting the candles 
for the Third Sunday of Advent.  
The lighting of the Advent  
candles is a visual reminder to us 
all that Christ’s light shines in the 
darkness.  



 

 

The Salvation Army  
Bell Ringing Update 

The 2025 Salvation Army bell ringing  
campaign had another successful year in 
our community.  $4,308 was given to The 

Salvation Army this past month.  Thank you to  
everyone from our congregation who assisted with 
this ministry.  A special thank you to our Cherokee 
County’s Salvation Army representative, Glenda  
Parrish, for her efforts in coordinating the volunteers 
to assist with this ministry in 2025.  All funds received 
will help those in need in Cherokee County.  

December Happenings 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

247 people attended the Christmas Eve candlelight service this year.  Lola Christensen and Sophie Scherbring 
read the Advent liturgy and lit the Advent candles. Charlie Leissler provided special music and Meribeth Adams 
played the organ and piano.  Additional photos and videos are available on our Facebook page. 

Christmas Eve Special Offering 
During the 2025 Christmas Eve candlelight service, a 
special offering was collected.  Through your generous 
giving we were able to help feed children in our local 
community by sharing your gifts with the Cherokee 
Community School District funding the outstanding 
lunch accounts for many local children.  Stay tuned to 
the February newsletter for an update on the total  
donated. 

 

Registration Now Available for  
Youth Ski Trip 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to the Adult Class ministry and helpers for providing a lunch of 
soup, chili, hot dogs, and ice cream.   Your generosity of $745.00 was collected 
through the freewill offering.  This money will be used by the Adult Class to 
assist with the mission and ministry of St. Paul’s UMC in 2026. 

Thanks to 
the kids, 
teachers, 
assistants, 

and co-superintendents  
Miranda Cook and Heidi 
Gerstandt! 

 

 

Children’s  
Christmas Program, 
December 21st 

         Dress Rehearsal, December 17th 

Children’s Christmas Program 

A big “thank you” to Santa for visiting.  
It made the kids’ day!  More photos of 
this fun day are available on the 
church’s Facebook page.  Thank you 
to Miranda Cook for providing some of 
the photos. 



 

 

Teen Time Resumes January 14th 
Teen Time is a time for all high school students to 
gather together supporting one another as they grow 
in their faith.  A free supper is provided beginning at 
6:30 p.m., at 409 Centennial Drive, Cherokee, IA.  Bible 
fellowship follows from 7-8:00 p.m.  All high school 
students are welcome at Teen Time!   You do not need 
to be a member of St. Paul’s to attend.  If you have any 
questions, please call Monica Cowan-Schmidt at  
(712) 229-9936.   
 

Invite a friend, and join us! 
 

Wed., 1/7 No Teen Time  
 

Wed., 1/14 Teen Time (409 Centennial Drive) 
 

Wed., 1/21 Teen Time (409 Centennial Drive) 
 

Wed., 1/28 Teen Time (409 Centennial Drive) 
  

Children’s Sunday School 
Sunday School for PK-8th grade meets 
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings.  Please note that there will 
not be Sunday School on December 
28th, due to the Christmas holiday. 

Want to Get Involved? 
If you are feeling called to help put 
God’s love in action by serving any 
of our ministries, such as being a 
greeter, liturgist, usher, or leading a 
children’s time message, please  
contact the office.    

“...for God loves a cheerful giver.”  
2 Corinthians 9:7  

Children’s Choir and Noisy Offering 
The children’s choir (all Sunday 
School kids PK-5th) will sing 
Sunday, January 25th, during 
worship at 10:10 a.m.   
 

Sunday, January 25th, we 
will also have a special 

noisy offering (spare change) to benefit our 
children’s ministries.  
 

Parents, guardians, grandparents, teachers, 
neighbors, and friends-join us in worship to witness 
the kids singing for the glory of God! 

Have News? 

If you have news you 
would like to share with 
your church family 
(engagement, birth of a 
baby, wedding, death,  
anniversary, retirement, 

words of gratitude/thank you, graduation, etc.), please 
contact the office.  It will be included in the monthly 
newsletter.  The deadline for our February issue of 
The Dome will be Thursday, January 22nd. 

Communion Sunday 
Holy Communion is served to 
all the first Sunday of each 
month.   You do not need to be 
a member of St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church, or any 
church, to receive communion.   
 
 

We invite you to join us for Holy Communion during 
worship Sunday, January 4th, at 10:10 a.m.   

  

Announcements & Updates 
Scholarship Opportunities 

Scholarships for college students and high school  
seniors are available through the United Methodist 
Church. It really is worth applying. Several St. Paul’s 
students have received significant funds for college 
through these scholarships in the past. Follow the 
links to learn more. 
 

Iowa UM Foundation 
https://iumf.org/scholarships/ 
 

United Methodist Higher Education Foundation 
https://umhef.org/scholarships/ 
 

GRASP Scholarship 
https://www.gbhem.org/international/global-
education-programs/ 

Liturgist and Children’s Time  
Volunteers for 2026 

If you would like to volunteer to be liturgist, or give 
the children’s time message during worship any  
Sunday through 2026, there is a 2026 liturgist and 
children’s time message sign-up in the back of the  
narthex on Sundays, or you may contact the church 
office.   Consider volunteering alone, with a friend, or 
as a family, we welcome volunteers of all ages! 
 

'ÏÄȭÓ ,ÏÖÅ ÉÎ !ÃÔÉÏÎȦ 

Summer Camp  
Registration  
is Now Open! 

Enroll today for a fun and 
faith-filled summer at Lake 
Okoboji and Wesley Woods!  
 

To view the summer events 
at Lake Okoboji, visit 
www.okobojicamp.com. To 
view the summer events at 
Wesley Woods, visit 
www.wesleywoodsiowa.org.   
 

Then don’t forget to click the register button! Need 
help? Contact Shannon at camps@iaumc.org  
or 515-974-8946.  



 

 

Nursery Help Needed  
Nursery helpers are always welcome.  If 
you are interested in joining the rotation, 
please contact Pastor Mike.  Adults and 
older high school students are welcome 
to apply.  A background check is required, 

for the safety of the children, but that can be easily 
completed online by Pastor Mike.  A $25/week  
stipend is available, or you are also welcome to  
volunteer, if you prefer.  The nursery is available for 
children from birth through 2nd grade. 

December Office Closures 
The church office will be closed  
Monday, December 29th, and  
Thursday, January 1st.  Pastor Mike 
Agnew will be out of the office the 
week of Sunday, December 28th, 
through Saturday, January 3rd.  You 

may contact Pastor Mike during this time with any 
pastoral emergencies (death or serious hospitaliza-
tion), at (563) 506-7412. 

Men’s Breakfast 
Men from our congregation and 
community will meet in Schuldt  
Dining Hall, for a light breakfast 
and a short devotional on  
Saturday, January 17th, at 8:30 
a.m.  This is always a great way 
for men to come together to 
share God’s love and discuss 

ways to put their faith into action.  You are welcome 
to invite a friend or neighbor to join you.   
 

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and 
whose trust is the Lord.”   Jeremiah 17:7 

 
 
 

Mitten Trees 
Thank you to everyone who  
donated hats, mittens, gloves, 
scarves, socks, and earmuffs for the 
mitten trees in the narthex, and on 
the tree at the north entrance this 
year.  Your generous donations will 
be given to kids in our community 
who are in need.   
 

'ÏÄȭÓ ,ÏÖÅ ÉÎ !ÃÔÉÏÎȦ 

Other Upcoming Meetings and Events 
Mon. & Wed. 7:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous 
              (NE door) 
   

Tues., 1/6 9:30 a.m. Visitation Team meeting 
    (library) 
   

Wed., 1/7 10:00 a.m. Communion at  
    Heartland 
 

Sun., 1/11 1-5:00 p.m. Sanctuary Reserved 
 

Tues., 1/13 6:30 p.m. Board of Trustees mtg. 
    (Schuldt Dining Hall) 
 

Tues., 1/20 9:00 a.m. Missions Committee 
    (Feller Lounge) 
  6:30 p.m. Finance Committee mtg. 
    (Schuldt Dining Hall) 
 

Thurs., 1/22   Newsletter info due 
 

Tues., 1/27 11:00 a.m. Communion at Accura 
 

Wed., 1/28 10:30 a.m. Bible study at  
    The Gardens 
 

Sat., 1/31 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sanctuary Reserved 

Announcements & Updates 

Guest Speaker -  
December 28th 

Join us on Sunday, December 28th, as 
Chuck Tolzin gives the message, 
“Curiosity or Faith,” and leads us in  
worship.  Thank you, Chuck! 

ÍŔĭ ÔƎƎĭƣ ¿ŹŹŪ Devotionals 
January/February The Upper 
Room devotionals are available 
in the narthex and on the table 
outside the office.  Help yourself 
to this FREE devotional.  

Christmas Undecorating 

Join us on Monday, January 5th, at 5:15 p.m. 
to undecorate the sanctuary following 
Christmas.  Undecorating is quicker than 
decorating and is only expected to take 
around 30 minutes.  

Texting Number for the Office 
A little over one year ago, Pastor Mike set up a Google 
texting number, (712) 227-3291, that you can use for 
texting church business and questions, any after hours 
sharing of information, or sharing pictures and  
announcements with the Administrative Assistant.  
Remember though, this is only read during regular 
office hours.  Please continue to call the church office 
as needed at (712) 225-3955.    

Alternative Christmas  
Gift Guide Update 

The Missions Committee offered their 
Alternative Christmas Gift Guide again 
this year.  A total of $670 was raised, 
with $145 for Heifer International, $100 

for Young Life teen ministry, and $425 for St. Paul’s 
Sunday School Wishlist.  Thank you for supporting 
missions here in Cherokee and around the world! 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

UW Faith Executive Board Update 
United Women in Faith Executive Board 
will meet on Monday, January 12th, at 
9:30 a.m., in Schuldt Dining Hall.  This 

organizational meeting is for United Women in Faith 
officers and all circle chairs.  Circle committee  
members are also encourage to attend.  We will be  
reviewing the 2026 program booklet so it can be as 
accurate as possible.   
 

Linda Christensen 
2026 United Women in Faith President 

All Women are Invited to Join a Circle! 
All women like you, are  
welcome to join United  
Women in Faith driven by 
God’s love and united in  
sisterhood.  With a focus on 

women, children, and youth, we transform  
communities putting 'ÏÄȭÓ ,ÏÖÅ )Î !ÃÔÉÏÎ.  You do 
not need to be a member of this church, or any church, 
to join this ministry where women use their talents,  
energy, and ideas to share their love of Jesus Christ 
with each other, and throughout their communities. 
 

Joyful Charity Circle meets the third Wednesday at 
1:30 p.m. in Schuldt Dining Hall.   

No meetings January, July, or August. 
 

Grace Circle meets the second Wednesday at  
6:30 p.m. in Schuldt Dining Hall.   

No meetings January, February, or August. 
 

Become a part of this wonderful ministry in 2026.  
Support your community,  

live your faith, and enrich your life. 

 

Discerning a Call to Ministry? 
Are you exploring a call to ministry? Candidacy retreat, 
a requirement of the candidacy process, is an  
opportunity to discern your call to ministry further, 
learn more about the process, meet others on the  
journey, hear from those serving in different types of 
ministry, and have a chance to ask questions. The 
next candidacy retreat will be held Saturday, February 
28th, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., via Zoom. Registration is  
required to receive the Zoom link. To learn more, 
please visit:  
https://www.iaumc.org/eventdetail/19271956?
month=12&year=2025&day=1&display=l. 
 
 

2026 Iowa UM Licensing School 
Licensing school, followed by the Course of Study or 
seminary, provides the foundation for ministry to  
become a pastor. Attending the Iowa United  
Methodist Church’s Licensing School takes the 
next step to fulfilling your calling to serve as a preacher, 
teacher, caregiver, listener, disciple-maker, and church 
administrator in The United Methodist Church. To learn 
more, please visit https://www.iaumc.org/
newsdetail/2026-iowa-licensing-school-19524190. 
 

 

]ŹŪĭÍŹǈĖŔ Ministry 
Twenty-two members and friends of 
St. Paul’s currently receive our weekly 
HomeTouch mailing, which includes a 

devotional, a few activities (word puzzles, etc.), a  
bulletin, and occasionally photos of recent church 
events.  If you would like to be added to the mailing 
list, or you know of someone that would like to  
receive this ministry each week, please contact the 
church office.   

United Women in Faith Buzz 
 

United Women in Faith Executive Board 

Monday, January 12th 
9:30 a.m. in Schuldt Dining Hall 

 
 

No Circle Meetings in January 
 

Special Recognition Pin Ceremony 
Sunday, January 25th 

10:10 a.m. Worship service 

Announcements & Updates 

Weather Cancellations 
As winter weather approaches, please stay 
tuned to our Facebook page, KCHE radio, KTIV 
TV, and KCAU TV for worship cancellations. 

Sleeping Mat Weaving  
on Hold 

The sleeping mat weaving group 
will not meet on Tuesdays until 
February.  Thank you for your  
continued support of this ministry. 

Central District Basic  
Lay Servant Ministry Training  

Linn Grove United Methodist Church will be  
Hosting Lay Servant Ministries - BASIC Course.  This 
class is the beginning foundation for all courses in Lay 
Servant Ministries. Participants are encouraged to  
discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God 
intended and to consider the importance of exercising 
servant leadership, developing future leaders,  
remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and 
being part of a group that holds members accountable 
in their discipleship.  Do you want to grow your  
Spiritual Gifts?  The Basic Lay Servant Class is a great 
way to learn how to lead, communicate, and spread 
the love of Christ into the world.  This training will be 
offered in-person or virtually via Zoom on Saturday, 
January 10, 17, and 24 from 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. For 
more information please visit:  
https://www.iaumc.org/eventdetail/19522670?
month=12&year=2025&day=1&display=l 



 

 

The Power of Prayer 
How can we pray for you?  If you have 
a prayer request that you would like 
included on the prayer chain, please 
call Ervina Scott or the church office.   

Announcements &  Updates 

Thank you to Lois Eggerth for providing the stamps 
for our weekly HomeTouch mailings. 

Thank you to Glenda Parrish for the stickers used 
with the HomeTouch mailings each week. 

Thank You Notes 

Thank you to Don and Jeanne Blackstone for the  
chocolate Advent calendars for the kids in our  
congregation.  

Dear St. Paul’s members, 
 

Thank you for your monetary donation you made to 
our food pantry.  During the holidays the families 
needing assistance grows so these funds will be put to 
good use.   
 

God’s Blessings, 
Trinity Lutheran Food Pantry Committee 

Dear St. Paul’s Youth Group & Leaders: 
 

Thank you so much for the AWESOME assortment of 
food items you donated to our food pantry.  With your 
generous donations we will be able to bless many less 
fortunate families in the Cherokee community with 
some extra food through the holiday! 
 

God’s Blessings, 
Trinity Lutheran Food Pantry Committee 

Thank you to Dean Parrish and Benson Construction 
for taking special care of the sidewalks and parking 
lots during our snowy Sundays in December. 

Thank you all for supporting St. Paul’s in 
2025 with your prayers, presence, gifts,  

service, and witness! 

Thank you to Kent & Nicci Lundquist for the cases of 
paper for bulletins. 

Thank you to all who gave monetary donations during 
the Food or Funds Drive in November.  The Missions 
Committee was able to put “God’s Love into Action” by 
giving $185.00 to each of the three local food pantries; 
CAP Food Pantry, Trinity Lutheran Food Pantry, and 
Mid Sioux Opportunity Food Pantry.  Your generosity 
helps those in need in Cherokee County. 

Dear friends, 
 

Thank you for the plate of cookies.  Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year.   
 

Your friend, 
Dennis Bahr 

With Sympathy & Prayers 
BOB WILKIE, 96, of rural Cherokee, Iowa, 
passed away on Thursday morning,  
December 11, 2025 at his home.  Funeral 
services were held at 11:00 a.m. on  
Tuesday, December 16, 2025 at St. Paul's 
United Methodist Church in Cherokee, 
Iowa.  Burial was at the Cedar Township 

Cemetery at rural Larrabee, Iowa prior to services at 
9:30 a.m.  There was a military rites at the cemetery 
by L.A. Wescott Post #2253 V.F.W. and the Cherokee 
American Legion.   

Thank you Pastor Mike and SPRC members, for the 
monetary gift I received for Christmas!  I appreciated 
your thoughtfulness very much. 
 

Love, 
Meribeth Adams 

Thank you to Merideth and Ollie’s mom,  
Steph Rochleau, for making the church bags  
AWESOME again! 
 

Jack and Tyler Cook 

Thank you to Brenda DeRoo for all her help in  
repairing and refreshing costumes for our Christmas 
program.  Thank you for using your talents to bless 
us!  We appreciate it more than you even know. 
 

Miranda Cook and Heidi Gerstandt 

Thank you to St. Paul’s for your thoughts and prayers, 
the delicious cookie plate, and the many cards and 
visits I have received recently.  I appreciate all of you. 
 

Michael Witcombe 

Thank you to everyone for your thoughts and prayers 
as I continue to recover from hip surgery.  Your kind-
ness touched my heart and helped to boost my spirits!  
I am getting stronger and feel so blessed to be part of 
this wonderful church family. 
 

Julie Tolzin 

Thank you, Pastor Mike and Staff/Parish Relations 
Committee, for the gift at Christmas.  I appreciate 
your kindness.       
 

Nicci Lundquist 

Thank you to Bonni Conley for providing the mints 
for the holiday meals.   

Thank you to the anonymous donors for the gift cards 
for the children’s Sunday School, Teen Time, and 
Adult Class leaders.  How kind! 

Thank you, Heidi Gerstandt and Miranda Cook, for 
reading the Advent liturgy, Sunday, December 21st, 
and leading the Children’s Christmas Program.  We  
appreciate all you do! 



 

 

Adult Class Welcomes  
New Attendees 

The Adult Class ministry, led 
by Jan Cook, meets on  
Sundays from 9-10:00 a.m. 
in Feller Lounge.  Their  
current study is An Unlikely 

Advent: Extraordinary People of the Christmas 
story.  This is a four week series that focuses 
on the experiences of four sets of often  
overlooked characters in the nativity story.  
There will be no Adult Class on Sunday,  
December 28th.  All adults are welcome to 
join this four week study! 
 

Faith is a journey where all are welcome! 

Dessert Bars Needed  
The Outreach and Connec-
tions Team will be hosting a 
BINGO night on Tuesday,  
January 6th.  See the poster 

for additional information.  Dessert bars are 
needed for this event.  If you would like to  
volunteer to bring a pan of bars there is a  
sign-up sheet in the narthex on 
Sundays.  All dessert bars may 
be brought to Schuldt Dining 
Hall at 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
January 6th.  Join us for this 
fun event.   

 UMCOR Student Day Update 
On Sunday, November 30th, our congregation joined together 
with other United Methodist Churches collecting a special  
offering for United Methodist Student Day.  Our congregation 
collected $102.00 to help with scholarships worldwide.  Every 
dollar given on United Methodist Student Day goes directly to 
scholarships for United Methodist students.  Thank you for 
your generous giving.   

Announcements &  Updates 

Human Relations Day—Special Offering 
Human Relations Day is January 18th. On this day, during 
worship at 10:10 a.m., we join other UMC congregations in a 
special offering.  We are called to make a difference in  
communities where our brothers and sisters in Christ lack the 
resources to reach their full, God-given potential. Our  
contributions support the creation of a beloved community 
through faith-based volunteer programs, community  
development initiatives, and efforts to assist at-risk teens. On 
the Sunday before Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday, a  
special offering is taken to embody his vision of "the beloved 
community." United Methodists observe this churchwide  
special Sunday to honor the message Jesus lived out: every 
one of God’s children is equally important.  For more  
information visit https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZMHG/
campaign/C-14XX2.  To donate, please make your check out 
to St. Paul’s UMC, and write “Human Relations” on the memo. 



 

 Announcements &  Updates 
Young Life Family Event 

Children of All Ages Invited to Attend! 
Freewill Offering to Support Young Life Camp Scholarships. 

United Women in Faith Assembly 2026: “Dream it! Believe it! Do it!” 
United Women in Faith has opened registration for Assembly 2026, to be held May 15–17, 2026, in Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  Assembly 2026 is that moment—a once-every-four-years gathering of women committed to faith,  
empowerment, and making a difference. Picture a weekend that uplifts your soul, strengthens your faith, and 
brings you together with an unstoppable sisterhood. For more information visit https://assembly.uwfaith.org/
website/82390/home/. 

Wesley Heritage Tour with  
Bishop Bigham Tsai, and the  
Iowa UMC Annual Conference, 
 Nov. 11, 2026 

Join Bishop Bigham-Tsai and the Iowa UMC 
Annual Conference on a Wesley Heritage 
Tour, starting at $4,498* from Chicago, IL, 
$4,798* from Des Moines, IA, $4,898* from 
Cedar Rapids, IA, or $4,996* from Sioux City, 
IA, departing on November 11, 2026. You will 
see Coventry Cathedral, Epworth, Memorial 
Church, St. Andrews Church, Cotswolds, 
Stratford, Oxford, Bristol, Bath, City Road 
Chapel, Aldersgate Street, Buckingham Pal-
ace, and much more!  For more information 
visit https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/
tours/he26111126i61729#eotours. 



 

 

Chancel Choir News 
Chancel Choir, our choir for high school through adult 
singers, will practice Wednesday, January 7th and 
14th, at 6:30 p.m. in the choir room.  Chancel Choir 
will provide special music during worship on Sunday, 
January 18th.  Pictured above is the Chancel Choir 
performance on Sunday, December 7th.  New  
members are always welcome!  If you would like to 
join Chancel Choir or if you have any questions, 
please contact Linda Christensen or the church office. 

Announcements & Updates 

Bell Choir News 
Bell Choir practices most Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m. in 
the sanctuary and is open to high school students 
through adults.  They usually play during worship on 
the second Sunday of the month. New members are 
always welcome to join this music ministry.  Stay 
tuned to our Facebook page and bulletins for the most 
current practice schedule.  Pictured above is the Bell 
Choir’s December 14th performance.  If you would like 
to join the bell choir, or if you have any questions, 
please contact Dusty Basten, Bell Choir director, or call 
the church office. 

“Mary, Did You 
Know?” Musical  

Performance 

A special thank you to Linda 
Christensen for singing with 
the praise band on Sunday, 
December 14th.  “Mary, Did 
You Know?” was a beautiful 
musical performance enjoyed 
by everyone during worship.  
If you missed it, you can find 
the worship  
service on our 
YouTube page, or 
Facebook page. 

Membership Class 
Have you been thinking about  
becoming a member of  
St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church?  Join us for  
membership class on Sunday, 

January 4th, at 5:30 p.m., in Feller Lounge.  In this 
class, we will go over our church’s history, learn what 
makes us distinct as United Methodists, and learn 
what our membership vows mean.  Whether you are a 
new visitor or have been attending for years, you are 
welcome at this class.  Attending the class does not 
obligate you to join, but it may help make the decision 
clearer for you.  If you wish to join or learn more 
about the church but you are not available on January 
4th, please contact Pastor Mike for an alternative. 

Thank you to everyone 
who donated the twenty-
five poinsettias for the 
Christmas Eve service, 

and the red roses on the altar!  A full list of donors 
was included in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  If you 
were not able to attend the service, and would like a 
copy, please stop by the office.   



 

 

 

North Door Greeters 
1/4 Don & Jeanne Blackstone 
1/11 Darrel & Sue Paulsen 
1/18 Dean & Glenda Parrish 
1/25 Dan & Barb Kratz 
 

 

Liturgists 
1/4 Bonni Conley  
1/11 Linda Christensen 
1/18 Kristal Phillips  
1/25 Ervina Scott 
  

 

Children’s Time 
1/4 Bonni Conley 
1/11 Linda Christensen 
1/18 Heidi Gerstandt 
1/25 Sign-up is available in the narthex. 
 

 

Ushers 
1/4 Linda Rutter, Sharon Bennink,  
 Darlene Woltman, and Kent & Nicci Lundquist  
1/11 Kim & Karen Aduddell, Craig & Monica Schmidt,  
 and Jerri Hunt 
1/18 Chuck & Julie Tolzin, Jeannette Grant,  
 Linda Rutter, and Darlene Woltman 
1/25 Bob Simonsen, Darrel Paulsen,  
 Darlene Woltman, and Kent & Nicci Lundquist 

 
 

Altar Flowers 
1/4 Bonni Conley 
1/11   Sign-up is available in the narthex. 
1/18 Sign-up is available in the narthex. 
1/25 Bob & Peg Parker  
 

The 2026 altar flower sign-up sheet is available in the 
narthex on Sundays, or you can call the office during 
the week. To provide altar flowers, you sign up and 
then call the florist of your choice. The florists in    
Cherokee have a key to our building and can deliver the 
arrangements.  

 
 

Nursery Attendants 
 
 

1/4 Sign-up available online, or talk to Pastor Mike. 
1/11 Sign-up available online, or talk to Pastor Mike. 
1/18 Sign-up available online, or talk to Pastor Mike. 
1/25 Sign-up available online, or talk to Pastor Mike. 

 

Sermon Podcast and  
Online Services Available 

Sermons are available on 92.1 FM KCHE 
on Sunday mornings at 8:45 a.m. and are 
also available via podcast. You can find a 
link to a podcast app on our website 
(green icon in the upper right on the 
homepage). Our full service is available 
live on our YouTube channel and as a recording after 
the fact both on our YouTube page and on our  
Facebook page. A link for our YouTube page can be 
found on our website (red and white icon in upper 
right on the homepage), and a link for our Facebook 
page can also be found on our website (blue and white 
icon in upper right on the homepage). If you need  
assistance, please stop by the office. There are also 
printed directions on the table outside the office and on 
the table in the narthex. 

Worship and Sunday School 
Attendance 

    
 Worship Sunday School 

11/30   84  29* 
12/7   59       No Sunday School 

12/14               104   43* 

12/21               142     47* 
  *includes adult leaders 

       

Worship Notes 

Teen Time Attendance 

11/26   No Teen Time 
12/3   No Teen Time 
12/10   5* 
12/17   8* 
12/24   No Teen Time 
12/31   No Teen Time 
 

      *includes adult leaders 

Upcoming Sermon Series 
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